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the Coalition—* the best brains in the country *—now he
came forward as the supporter of Mr. Bonar Law. Mr.
Wing, it is to be gathered, presented this ridiculous anti-
climax to the audience's sense of humour.
Captain Eden's principal election speech asserted the
indispensability of Conservative Government to the country,
and emphasized the point that Conservatives were not
hostile to trade unionists in spite of the criticisms which
were unfortunately so widespread. He declared himself a
loyal follower of Mr. Bonar Law; said that the primary
needs of the country were a revival of trade, * stability of
national forces', and the restoration of vigour and energy
to great industries. Private enterprise had built up our in-
dustries ; it alone could restore them. All these things could
be done by Mr. Bonar Law's Government. He would give
the country security, develop the national markets, decrease
the vast army of the unemployed. As for himself he hoped
to see more capitalists, not fewer. And as for trade unionists
they should remember that they owed many of their privi-
leges to the Unionist Party (which was untrue). As for the
Liberals they were weak in policy, weaker in unity, and
weakest of all in leadership. They were still whales, but
whales on dry land.
Unconvinced by this assertion of the necessity of Con-
servative Government for England; ungrateful for the
favours of the Unionist Party to trade unionism, even un-
swayed by the prestige of Captain Eden's supporter, the
Marquess of Londonderry (the famous coal-owner), the
miners of Spennymoor rejected both Conservative and
Liberal and returned the Labour candidate. Indeed Mr.
Batey with 13,766 votes was over 6,000 ahead of Captain
Eden, and over 100 ahead of Captain Eden and Mr. Wing
combined.
He had begun his political career in the usual way—by
being defeated. He had no intention of abandoning this
career he had now chosen, and merely waited for the oppor-

